
P a g e    C o r n e r s t o n e  

L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  P A S T O R   

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As the school year draws to a close 

and we look forward to what we hope 

will be the warmer, sunnier and more 

restful weeks of summer, we look back 

with gratitude to all who contributed 

to and to everyone who served in, the 

ministries and programs that have so 

recently concluded—Children's Faith 

Formation, Edge and Life Teen, 

particularly. We also congratulate those 

who have completed courses of study 

and formation, and who through 

graduation and/or the reception of 

degrees, transition into further learning 

or professional fields. For everyone we 

offer thanks; to everyone we wish the 

best, and on behalf of everyone, we 

offer prayers for a future full of 

fruitfulness and promise.  

At the same time, we must 

remember that parish life continues 

even as the school year comes to an 

end. The summertime at Mary, Queen 

of Peace has its own 

rhythm and pace-a bit 

slower perhaps but still 

full of opportunities for 

prayer and growth in 

faith. Vacation Bible 

Camp, Edge-

stravaganza and the 

Steubenville 

Northwest 

Conference offer ways for our 

children and our middle school, junior 

high, and high school students to 

remain active in their faith and to 

continue their walk with Christ during 

the days of summer.  

This year, we have an MQP 

Summer Fest planned for Sunday, 

August 21st, following our morning 

Masses. (The 5:00pm Mass on Sunday 

evening will be cancelled for that day 

only.) This will be an opportunity for 

all our families to enjoy a parish 

carnival—a variation on the picnic 

format we have in the previous two 

years. Be sure to mark your calendars 

and join us for an afternoon and 

evening of food, fun, and frolic at our 

MQP Summer Fest. 

Most important of all, be sure to 

join us for our weekly celebrations of 

Eucharist. Our weekend Mass 

schedule remains unchanged through 

the summer months, and Christ 

continues to invite us to his table at all 

times and in all seasons. The 

weeks of Ordinary Time, which 

follow the Easter Season and 

endure through the remainder of 

the Liturgical Year, have their 

own simple beauty and 

unadorned character as they lead 

us through the public ministry of 

the Lord and offer us his 

miracles and teachings for our 

reflection and guidance. The Word of 

God in the Sacred Scriptures and the 

Body and Blood of the Christ in the 

Eucharist remain the staple of our 

spiritual nourishment. Let us not 

neglect the presence of the Lord in 

these gifts, nor refuse his call to gather 

as his family and be fed. 

As we look ahead to the Fall and 

to the new school year all-too-soon to 

come, we recall with anticipation the 

approach of the new English 

translation of the Roman Missal. 

This is the third edition of the Roman 

Missal published since the Second 

Vatican Council back in 1965. While 

the new translation will not go into 

effect in the Archdiocese of Seattle 
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until this coming Advent—

November 27, 2011—we will be 

offering a variety of opportunities 

and ways for our parishioners to 

learn more about it and even to 

experience it, during the several 

months leading up to Advent. In 

particular, we will be having two 

"practice Masses" wherein 

parishioners can gather to celebrate 

Mass using the new translation. The 

dates scheduled for these "practice 

Masses" are Saturday, September 

10th, at 10:00 a.m., and Thursday, 

September 15th, at 7:00 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to come and get 

a preliminary feel for the new 

translation by participating in one or 

both of these "practice Masses". 

There will also be opportunities to 

learn more about the new translation 

through catechetical presentations 

and through resources that will be 

made available in our bulletin and on 

our parish website.  

It is important to understand 

that the structure of the Mass is not 

changing in anyway. The ritual 

format of the Mass and the sequence 

of its component parts will in no way 

be altered. It is only the wording of 

the prayers, acclamations, and 

responses in English that will be 

different—though the degree of 

difference will vary depending on the 

particular part of the Mass one is 

dealing with. The changes in the 

people's parts of the Mass—e.g., the 

Gloria and the Creed—while 

significant are relatively few in 

number. People will easily be able to 

recognize them as the prayers they 

have always prayed, but a new 

wording in each case will be 

noticeable. 

Basically, the new translation will 

have a nobler and more formal style 

of speech and will more clearly and 

tangibly replicate certain Biblical 

ways of speaking and turns of 

phrase. In some cases, the actual 

wording of the Biblical passage will 

be duplicated in the text of the Mass. 

In this way, the new translation will 

restore the closer connection 

between our liturgical prayer and the 

Biblical roots of our Catholic faith.  

The new translation will also 

reflect, more clearly, some of the 

language and imagery employed by 

the great Patristic figures of our 

Catholic faith-Augustine, Athanasius, 

Irenaeus, Ignatius, Cyril, etc. These 

are the bishops and teachers of the 

period after the original Apostles 

(3rd - 6th centuries), whose spiritual 

and theological insight had such a 

profound impact upon the shape and 

character of our Catholic faith. 

As we prepare to receive and to 

begin familiarizing ourselves with the 

new English translation of the 

Roman Missal, we pray that the Holy 

Spirit will guide us and help us to be 

open to all that the new text will 

offer us for the enrichment of our 

prayer and the reverence of our 

worship. 

Starting in the Fall of 2011 and 

continuing through the months 

beyond, we will also be sharing with 

the parish at large the results of the 

ME-25 survey which we took back in 

early March at the beginning of Lent. 

The results of the ME-25 have come 

back to us from the Gallup Institute. 

By the time you read this—myself, 

other members of the pastoral staff, 

and some additional parish leaders 

from MQP—will have attended a 

day-long debriefing session with 

representatives Gallup in regard to 

our ME-25 results. 

We have already scheduled 

further sessions in June, wherein we 

will begin exploring the results of the 

survey with our wider parish staff 

and parish leaders, especially our 

recently-formed Engaged Church 

Steering Committee. Additional 

opportunities will be provided 

through a variety of means so that 

parishioners can find out about the 

results of the ME-25 and what these 

results have to tell us about fostering 

deeper levels of spiritual engagement 

at MQP. 

These two projects—receiving 

the new translation of the Roman 

Missal and growing church 

engagement—together with all the 

usual activities and events at MQP, 

make for an exciting year-to-come 

for our parish; one that is filled with 

great potential and promise for our 

spiritual and communal growth as 

people of faith, especially if we 

approach these challenges with 

openness and trust.  

May the summer months be for 

us all a time of encounter with the 

Lord—whether at work or at play, 

whether at home or away.  

 God bless you all, 

 Fr. Kevin 

(Continued from page 1) 

Letter From our Pastor 

 

 



P a g e  3  C o r n e r s t o n e  

SUMMER MEALS NEEDED FOR SOPHIA WAY... 

Sophia Way is currently the only 

staffed overnight shelter for single 

women on the Eastside. Their 

program offers assistance with goal 

setting, life skills training, safe 

shelter, and a place for the homeless 

to do laundry and clean up, so that 

these women can find work and turn 

their lives around. Sophia Way helps 

women break their cycle of 

homelessness and lead sustainable 

and independent lives. 

Our parish supports the 

homeless women at Sophia Way by 

donating meals and delivering them 

to the shelter in Bellevue. The team 

at Sophia Way makes it easy for 

volunteers to follow a short, specific 

food list when preparing meals for 

approximately 10 women. There are 

currently openings to provide/

deliver meals for Sophia Way on the 

3rd and 4th Sundays of each month. 

You do not serve the meal, you 

simply drop it off at the center. 

This is a great opportunity for 

your family, ministry group, Scout 

troop, teens needing service hours, 

book club, etc., to make a difference 

for someone in need.  

Thank you for helping Mary, 

Queen of Peace be an organization 

that Sophia Way can consistently 

depend on for support. If you would 

like to sign up for a date to make and 

deliver food, please contact Gay 

Lydon at 425-868-1815 or email  

galydon@msn.com. 

By Nancy Johnson 

Human Concerns Commission at MQP 

THE ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

Thank you to everyone who 

returned a 2011 Annual Catholic 

Appeal (ACA) pledge card. Whether 

you make a financial pledge or 

pledge to keep the ACA, the 

Archdiocese of Seattle and Mary, 

Queen of Peace (MQP) in your 

prayers, all pledges are welcome and 

appreciated. For the past ten years, 

MQP parish has exceeded the 

financial goal set by the Archdiocese 

in support of the ACA. All monies 

received above the ACA goal is 

rebated back to the parish. Over the 

years, MQP has used their ACA 

rebate to 1) pay for the building 

expansion construction; 2) purchase 

and install the bell tower bells;       

3)purchase the social hall basketball 

hoops and volleyball net; 4) help pay 

the cost for replacing the Church’s 

roof ; 5) replaced the church 

carpeting; 6) refurbished the original 

4 restrooms; 7) repaired the parking 

lot with sealing and striping to occur 

this spring/summer as weather 

permits. The 2011 ACA rebate will 

be used to help rebuild the parish’s 

financial reserves including parish 

savings, maintenance reserves; and 

reducing our parish building debt. If 

you haven’t already turned in your 

2011 ACA pledge, it’s not too late – 

you can either go to the parish 

website www.mqp.org, click on the 

Annual Catholic Appeal button, and 

make your pledge on line, or return 

the pledge card that was recently 

mailed to your home. Parish 

leadership has set the 2011 ACA 

parish participation goal (number of 

pledge cards returned whether it is 

pledge of prayer or a financial 

pledge) at 100%. It is amazing what 

we can do together, so please 

complete ACA pledge today!   May 

God continue to bless you and your 

loved ones,  

Brenda Nulliner  

Parish Administrator 

http://www.mqp.org
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As a parishioner of Mary, Queen 

of Peace, you are making a difference 

in the lives of people both locally 

and around the world every day. 

Since 1992, as a parish, we have 

given a set percentage of our 

stewardship of treasure donations to 

worthy charities and organizations 

both locally and around the world. 

The Human Concerns 

Commission is entrusted to 

distribute these parish stewardship of 

treasure funds, thoughtfully, after 

researching each request. Many of 

the donations go to help the poor, 

but we strive to select organizations 

that put people back on their feet or 

enable them to learn to help 

themselves. 

Some of the most recent 

donations have gone to YWCA 

Family Village (builds self-

sufficiency of homeless women and 

children), Friends of Youth (serves 

homeless teens and troubled 

families), Bridge Ministries 

(provides mobility for disabled and 

homebound), Meals on Wheels 

King County (serving homebound 

seniors food and companionship), 

Eastside Domestic Violence 

Prevention (assisting women and 

children who have fled an abusive 

situation), Harrington House 

(unwed mothers), Providence 

Marianwood (elderly/disabled), St. 

Vincent de Paul at MQP (needs of 

local community) and many others. 

Due to recent natural disasters, 

donations were also made to 

Catholic Relief Services providing 

emergency help to victims in both 

the US and Japan. 

In addition to overseeing 

charitable donations, the Human 

Concerns Commission sponsors 

many outreach programs at MQP 

that have an impact within our 

community—such as Adopt-A-

Backpack coming up this fall. 

Your stewardship of treasure 

offerings to the parish support our 

church and also impact what we give 

back to the world and the 

community. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

By Nancy Johnson,  

Human Concerns 

MQP HELPS OTHERS WITH  

 STEWARDSHIP FUNDS THROUGH HUMAN CONCERNS… 

REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

Each season, Mary, Queen of 

Peace parishioners have 

opportunities through Giving Tree, 

Easter Baskets, and Backpack 

Drive, to positively impact lives 

around them.  

 This Lenten season, Mary, 

Queen of Peace parishioners filled 

over 300 Easter baskets with 

greetings and treats for needy 

children in Issaquah.  The Human 

Concerns Commission sponsored 

the event and delivered the colorfully 

filled baskets to the Issaquah Food 

Bank in time for Easter Sunday. 

Human Concerns Commission 

is gearing up to sponsor the annual 

Backpack Project this fall. With 

your help, MQP will provide 200+ 

filled backpacks to help kids feel 

good about being prepared to begin 

a new school year.  We will be 

donating to Archdiocesan Catholic 

elementary schools—St. George, St. 

Paul, and St. Edward; First Place 

School (homeless children); and the 

local food bank. 

Empty backpacks will be 

distributed in early August. If you’d 

like to help with this project or learn 

more, contact Karen Dahners (425) 

392-5569 or  email 

karendahners@msn.com 
Volunteers sort and deliver 300 

Easter Baskets filled by 

parishioners for local families this 

season. 
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CELEBRATING OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TALENT  

through our Spring Ministry Fair and Strawberry Shortcake appreciation event!   

A picture is worth a 1000 words so I will only say a 

few additional words.  A great time was had by all 

following our Masses on the weekend of June 4/5.  Fifty-

two ministries were represented at the Fair and we served 

well over 500 pieces of Strawberry Shortcake! The energy 

was high and lots of great sharing took place.  If you have 

not yet had a chance to turn in your Stewardship of 

Talent commitment card I would encourage you to do so 

as soon as possible.  Even if you are simply recommitting 

to a current ministry we still need your commitment card.  

We are filled with profound gratitude for all you have 

shared through your Stewardship of Talent within our 

parish community this past year and look forward to this 

next year with great anticipation!  

By Kathi Rowley  

– Pastoral Assistant for Stewardship 
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Ten members of Mary, Queen of Peace 
just completed ―Faith Encounters the 
Ecological Crisis‖, an eight-week Just 
Faith, Just Matters class. The class 
examined the themes of Catholic Social 
Teachings while learning about the 
effects of climate change, the use of 
energy, the fact that people (especially 

in the USA) live beyond our needs and the earth's 
resources; that our life style, as we know it, is not 
sustainable and we, as people of faith, need to clearly live 
up to our values as Christians. 

The class had guest speakers on the topics of tar 
sands, nuclear power, military spending, and renewable 
resources. Several sessions dealt with natural disasters and 
the human inability to control nature. We learned about 
food shortages and the unequal distribution of goods and 
power. We looked long and hard at the world's use of 
energy, our dependence on oil, and our consumer based 
economy which is built on throw-away goods. We learned 
that we are in the midst of an ecological crisis that is 
already changing the world we live in. 

At times this was a difficult class to participate in as 
we were challenged to look at our life styles and our 
values; to take care of the environment as part of God's 
creation; and to treat all of God's people as our neighbors. 
In the end, through personal discernment, we were called 
to answer the question: ―What kind of human will we be, 
as we go through the crisis?‖ 

The class members were: Bob Breautigam, Marie 
Kernie, Dick Franklin, Alicia Pelton, Steve Pelton, Robin 
Kaminski, Maria Silvers, Colleen Buck, Howard Buck, and 
Bob Hinckley. Zoltan Abraham was our MQP staff 
liaison. 

At the conclusion of this class, we wrote some 
statements of what we believe and some ideas of what to 
do next. 

What We Believe 
 We believe the earth and its creatures are created by 

God; therefore, we are called to take care of it. 

 We believe that all things in life are delicately 
interconnected, whether we understand that 
connection or not; therefore, it is up to us to preserve 
the balance for all life on the planet. 

 We believe it is everyone's responsibility to care for 
the earth; therefore, we are called to live morally and 
ethically. 

 We believe that the earth and its resources belong to 
everyone; therefore, we are called—despite and 
because of our power—to share. 

 We believe that there are not enough resources to 
support a ―western lifestyle‖; therefore, we are called 
to use our resources to innovate, change, and put into 
action solutions that create a sustainable earth. 

Our thoughts on what we can do to 

support what we believe.  
These are suggestions and possibilities, some of 

which are already happening at MQP. 

 
 Leverage friend’s knowledge about ―greening‖ 

and get them involved 

 Check with other faith groups/churches to see 
what they are doing 

 Have a garbage audit at MQP/Food—waste 
investigation (a teen project?) 

 Look into sustainable beverage containers (cups 
from home?) 

 Reduce handouts/flyers (use a projector) 

 Community garden 

 Communal compost bin 

 Teen Mass book (so copies do not need to be 
constantly redone) 

 Explore energy grants for faith/non-profit groups 

 Solar panels (lease program) 

 Energy audit 

 Hand dryers ( like Costco's) 

 Include sustainability/environmental issues in our 
5 year plan 

 Rainwater collection 

 Wind power 

 Motion sensors for lighting 

 MQP shuttle service for seniors and others 

 Form an advocacy group to speak up about the 
ecology 

 Set up a letter writing site at MQP to deal with 
important matters of faith 

 Share information from this class with other 
ministries 

 Ask Social Justice Committee to continue to look 
at the moral and ethical issues of climate change, 
environmental issue, and western lifestyles 

 Work with the City of Sammamish to make the 
area sustainable (a city goal) 

 Add a display of Catholic Social Teachings in our 
gym 

 Ask the parish to sign the St Francis Pledge 

JUST MATTERS MODULE ON THE ENVIRONMENT AT MQP 



P a g e  7  C o r n e r s t o n e  

MQP Weekday Preschoolers visits Grotto .  

The Grotto is located behind the church on the SW 

corner of the property. All parish members are 

invited to visit the Grotto any time during daylight 

hours, for a peaceful moment of reflection and 

prayer. 

The St. Francis Pledge  
 

I/We Pledge to:  
PRAY and reflect on the 

duty to care for Godõs 
Creation and protect the 
poor and vulnerable.  

 
LEARN about and 

educate others on the causes 
and moral dimensions of 
climate change.  

 
ASSESS how we -as 

individuals and in our 
families, parishes and other 
affiliations -contribute to 
climate change by our own 
energy use, consumption, 
waste, etc.  

 
ACT to change our 

choices and behaviors to 
reduce the ways we 
contribute to climate change.  

 
ADVOCATE for 

Catholic principles and 
priorities in climate change 
discussions and decisions, 
especially as they impact 
those who are poor and 
vulnerable.  

 
If you are interested in 

environmental or ecological issues 

or any other issues of justice, the 

Social Justice Committee would 

love to hear from you. Please 

contact  the MQP Social Justice 

Committee. 

All across our country, Catholics are taking the St. 

Francis Pledge to Care for Creation and the Poor 

and joining the Catholic Climate Covenant. The 

St. Francis Pledge is a promise and a commitment 

by Catholic individuals, families, parishes, 

organizations and institutions to live our faith by 

protecting God’s Creation and advocating on 

behalf of people in poverty, who face the harshest 

impacts of global climate change. To join the 

Covenant, you commit to act on each of the five 

elements of the St. Francis Pledge. 

The St. Francis Pledge 
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WHY WE ADORE JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST 

Recently, I read 

that only 50% 

of Catholics 

believe in the 

True Presence of Jesus in the blessed 

sacrament. ―In the most blessed 

sacrament of the Eucharist the body 

and blood, together with the soul 

and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and, therefore, the whole Christ is 

truly, really, and substantially 

contained.‖ This is from the Council 

of Trent (1551) DS 1651 and copied 

from the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church on page 346. 

On the next page you will find, 

―The Council of Trent summarizes 

the Catholic faith by declaring: 

―Because Christ our Redeemer said 

that it was truly his body that he was 

offering under the species of bread, 

it has always been the conviction of 

the Church of God, and this holy 

Council now declares again, that by 

the consecration of the bread and 

wine there takes place a change of 

the whole substance of the bread 

into the substance of the body of 

Christ our Lord and of the whole 

substance of the wine into the 

substance of his blood. This change 

the holy Catholic Church has 

fittingly and properly called 

transubstantiation.‖ Council of Trent 

DS 1641 

For me, when I drive by Mary, 

Queen of Peace, I always say a short 

prayer and acknowledge that Jesus is 

physically, body, blood, soul and 

divinity, true God and true man 

present there hidden in the Holy 

Eucharist. I do the same when I 

drive into the parking lot and while 

in the church. I see with the eyes of 

my soul and see in my mind Jesus as 

he walked this earth and who is now 

in Heaven and in the Blessed 

Sacrament at Mary, Queen of Peace 

Church with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit. Yes, Jesus is everywhere and 

you can pray anywhere; however, 

only in the Eucharist will you find 

him totally present body, blood, soul 

and divinity. I have the gift of faith, 

for which I give thanks and praise to 

the Lord. God would like all of us to 

have this gift. Faith, as you know, is 

a gift, and we may ask for this gift. 

Faith must always be growing. 

Frequent confession helps me to be 

free to receive these gifts from God. 

The saints all adored. Blessed 

John Paul II adored each morning 

and said the following, ―The Church 

and the world have a great need for 

Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us 

in this sacrament of love. Let us not 

refuse the time to go to meet him in 

adoration, in contemplation full of 

faith, and open to making amends 

for the serious offenses and crimes 

of the world. Let our adoration 

never cease.‖ 

By Mary Morgan 

WHY I ADORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

When I 

was a 

little girl, 

my mom 

used to 

take me 

and my 

brothers 

to the adoration every week. She 

explained that adoration is the best 

way to talk to Jesus. Going to 

adoration always resulted in peace in 

my family. 

I started going to adoration at 

Mary, Queen Of Peace every 

Wednesday when Mary Morgan 

asked me if I could adore for an 

hour. I adore along with my 4 and 

half year old son. I feel that this is 

the best childhood memory that I 

could ever give him. We always strive 

hard to give our kids the best we can. 

I believe that bringing them closer to 

the Lord by giving them the 

opportunity to spend quality time 

with him is the best that we can do 

to our kids. We spend our time at the 

adoration by praying a Divine Mercy 

chaplet followed by personal prayers 

and looking at Jesus in the blessed 

sacrament. 

I personally love going to 

adoration, because one hour with 

Jesus in the blessed Sacrament is the 

most beautiful and peaceful hour of 

my whole week. Adoration helped 

me to be more thankful to the Lord 

and surrender myself to his Will. 

By, Prema Chappidi 
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WHAT IS MQP DOING TO REDUCE ITS ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT? 

Pope Benedict's predecessor, 

Pope John Paul II, made important 

environmental statements during his 

long papacy, but Pope Benedict is 

the first "green pope." Last year, the 

Vatican installed solar panels on its 

10,000-seat main auditorium 

building, and it arranged to reforest 

land in Hungary to offset Vatican 

City's carbon emissions, making it 

the world's first carbon-neutral state. 

And, Pope Benedict has repeatedly 

urged protection of the environment 

and action against poverty in a 

number of major addresses. 

The Green movement, here in 

Western Washington, is very main 

stream. Most of us find ourselves 

buying green products and recycling. 

At work , we find ourselves in 

environments surrounded by many 

green or sustainable practices. While 

you may not recognize it, Mary, 

Queen of Peace goes to great effort 

to do our part to help protect and 

promotes a sustainable ecosystem. 

We are, in fact, not ―Johnnies come 

lately‖ having had a program in place 

for the last nine+ years. Here is a 

small list of some of the items that 

we routinely do to support our green 

program: 

 Energy saving fluorescent lights 

are used throughout the 

building. We practice recycling 

of the bulbs when they burn 

out. 

 Motion sensors (lighting 

controls) are in all the south 

lower level classrooms and are 

considered as part of our 

renovation planning when 

minor construction is 

completed. We have 

programmable thermostats and 

natural ventilation throughout 

much of the facility. 

 We have purchased green 

cleaning supplies for the past 

five years. 

 Our paper towels and copy 

paper have a recycled content. 

 We recycle glass, aluminum, 

paper, and cardboard. 

 The furniture in the parish office 

and many of the meeting spaces 

is recycled from a previous 

owner. 

 Based on an energy audit, ceiling 

fans were added in the social 

hall, chapel, and parish office to 

better circulate air and reduce 

heating costs. 

 Faxes are printed on the back of 

―used‖ paper that has printing 

on one side. Used paper is cut 

for ―scratch‖ note paper. We 

encourage everyone to print on 

both sides of a piece of paper or 

communicate more with 

electronic communications 

rather than paper. 

 Carpooling is encouraged for 

both parish and non-parish 

events.  

 Desk top computers and 

monitors are turned off each 

evening. All our copiers and 

other electronic equipment go 

into a ―sleep‖ mode when not 

being used to reduce energy 

costs. 

 All landscaping is done and 

maintained using ―green‖ 

options. 

 We consider green approaches 

in all decisions made by the 

Facilities Commission as well as 

other Councils, Committees, 

and Commissions at MQP.  

Can we do more? Absolutely… 

and we continue to explore new 

options. We think that we have the 

basics of a strong program that gets 

stronger with each and every ―Green 

action‖ we take. The Facilities 

Commission welcomes your input in 

this area of concern to us all.  

By Chris Hauser,  

Vice Chair of Facilities Commission 
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Over one hundred people from all 

over the Seattle Archdiocese gathered 

at Mary, Queen of Peace on Saturday, 

April 2, for the Catholic African 

Connections Conference. The day was 

filled with engaging speakers, 

interesting workshops, and 

information-filled exhibits. Plus, we 

had the opportunity for networking 

among people with varied interests in 

Africa, sister parish relationships in 

Africa, and other types of programs in 

Africa. 

We learned, for example, of the 

status of the boreholes that have been 

dug in Ghana from a W.A.T.E.R. 

intern, Courtney Plummer. She 

spent last summer in northern 

Ghana, checking out 19 boreholes 

to see if they were still operational 

(they were) and how the villages 

were doing since the boreholes were 

put in (very well). Since Mary, Queen 

of Peace parishioners have been great 

contributors to W.A.T.E.R., this was 

great to hear. One unexpected part of 

her stay in Ghana, while in one village, 

she was called upon to help deliver a 

baby! Baby and mother and Courtney 

are all doing fine! 

Rachel Emmick (daughter of 

MQP parishioners) regaled us with 

tales of working on health education 

for the Peace Corps in Mali, West 

Africa. She shared the strategies used 

to work with local groups and 

community members to get 

―ownership‖ and ―buy-in‖ to improve 

health practices. Inspired by her two 

years in Mali, Rachel has since become 

a nurse. 

Fr. Johnnie Chimwaza presided at 

the Swahili Mass—a highlight of the 

day. The fifty-member Swahili choir, 

from Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 

Kent, enlivened the liturgy with their 

amazing music and singing. With 

worship aids, we were able to join in 

the singing—the first time most of us 

had ever sung in Swahili. 

A SPIRIT-FILLED SATURDAY 

Holy Spirit Swahili Choir 

Father Johnny Chimwaza and Deacon 

Denny Duffel at CACC African Mass 
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Did You Know? 

BUCKETS OF COMPASSION – JULY 9TH AND 10TH 

The annual the Buckets of  

Compassion fundraiser will be held after 

all Masses on July 9th and 10th. The goal is 

to raise enough money to fund one 

borehole for clean drinking water for an 

entire village in Ghana through the non-

profit organization W.A.T.E.R – Water in 

Africa Through Everyday Responsiveness  

(http://www.waterinafrica.org) 

¶ 1.1 billion people worldwide live without safe 

drinking water, and everyday over 25,000 of them 

die from preventable, water-related illnesses. 

¶ Dirty, contaminated water is responsible for a 

myriad of health problems—including dysentery, 

and malaria, and guinea worm. 

¶ Guinea Worm is a water-borne disease, transmitted 

from person to person, as a result of people drinking 

contaminated water from stagnant ponds. 

¶ During the dry seasons, water supplies are 

inadequate or non-existent in many villages so that 

both people and cattle go thirsty. 

¶ Fourteen countries in Africa are already experiencing 

water stress; 

¶ Another 11 countries are expected to join them by 

2025, at which time nearly 50 per cent of Africa’s 

predicted population of 1.45 billion people will face 

water stress or scarcity. 

¶ Ancient Romans had better water quality than half 

the people alive now. 

¶ Only 63% of the world’s population have access to 

improved sanitation. 

¶ Waterborne diseases cause 1.4 million children’s 

death every year. 

¶ Women spend thousands of hours each year 

collecting and carrying water. 

¶ Half of the world’s hospitalizations are due to water-

related disease. 

¶ The cost of a well through W.A.T.E.R is $12,500. 

That well provides drinking water for at least one 

village. 

Due to the generous contributions of MQP parish 

over the last 3 years, we have donated funds to build 3 

wells in remote villages, and repaired and enhanced the 

Water System at our Sister Parish in Ghana, Our Lady of 

the Annunciation. 

MQP Sister Parish Committee 

Fr. Matthew of OLA and the Enhanced Water System 
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MARY, QUEEN OF PEACE 

1121 228th Avenue SE 

Sammamish, WA 98075 

Place label here 

Mary, Queen of Peace Parish  

Summer Fest  

 

Sunday, August 21, 2011  

 

4 ð 8PM  

Parish Plaza  

 

 
Beginning June 27th until August 26th the Parish Office summer  

hours will be Monday ñFriday from 8a.m. to 1 p.m. and by appointment.  


